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November 2018 

 

 
               
Dear Parent/Carer                                                                                                                                     
 

Geography A level Fieldtrip to The Lake District - Tuesday 12th to Friday 15th February 2019 
 
Fieldwork is a vital element of geographical study in our A level course.  It allows the students to develop a wide range 
of research skills, essential elements within all geographical studies.  These skills are tested within the A examination 
taken at the end of the course and in the Geography Non-Examined Assessment (coursework) (20% of the A level) 
which is undertaken at the end of Y12 and the start of Y13.  
 
The field trip also provides the opportunity for the students to experience and investigate glaciated landscapes and 
physical processes not readily available in our locality, which will help them in their work next term and their 
examinations in the summer of Y13. The fieldwork activities undertaken during our stay allow us to model and start to 
think about the students own fieldwork investigations. It is vital that they have a go at developing these skills before 
they start on their own coursework. Whilst we are away, we will also carry out primary research in two contrasting 
locations that are the focus for our Changing Places topic studied next term. 
 
The fieldwork will be divided into two parts.  On Tuesday 12th February, we will be doing fieldwork in Sheffield, with 
the students returning home in the evening.  On Wednesday 13th February, we will drive to the Field Studies Council 
centre at Blencathra in the Lake District.  We have chosen this location in order to provide the students with the best 
opportunity for them to do well in their examinations and coursework. This will give the students a wider range of 
experiences and provide them with opportunities, which are not otherwise possible at Silverdale.  We have chosen to 
use the Field Studies Council because they offer good and safe access to fieldwork sites and have a good reputation 
for providing good working and residential facilities. 
 
Arrangements for Tuesday 12th February are that we will meet the students in the Winter Gardens in Sheffield city 
centre at 9.00 am.  We will finish the day’s fieldwork at normal school finishing time and the students will return home.  
They are expected to make their own way to and from the city centre. 
 
We will depart Silverdale at 7 am on the morning of Wednesday 13th February and return for approximately 4.00 pm on 
Friday 15th February. 
 
Provided below are details about the domestic arrangements and an introduction to the centre and the emergency 
contact/medical information sheet.  There will also be a check list for equipment, please note that the Lake District 
may well be cold and wet.  Equipment and some clothing can be hired at a minimal cost from the centre. 
 
 



 
 

 

The cost of the trip is £280.00 and includes accommodation, food, insurance, teaching, transport and most equipment.  
Payment for this trip must be made by the due dates: 
 
£100  - non-refundable deposit due by 4th December 2018 
£100  - due by 12th January 2019 
£80  - due by 1st February 2019 
 
If you would like your child to attend this trip, a deposit of £100 is required before the deadline.  If there is insufficient 
interest and we don’t achieve the minimum number of required pupils, the trip may be cancelled. 
 
If payment is a barrier to any pupils, please contact the organiser in the first instance.  Financial assistance is available 
at the Headteacher’s discretion. 
 
Cheques should be made payable to Silverdale School and should be placed in a sealed envelope marked with the 
Student’s Name and Form and labelled with the Name of the Trip and handed to the Student Receptionist by 4th 
December 2018.  Alternatively you can pay and give consent online using ParentPay, a secure method of electronic 
payment.  If you would like a copy of your unique activation username and password please email 
parentpay@silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk stating your child’s name and year group or contact the finance office at 
finance@silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk  
 
If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or one of the other Geography Teachers for 
clarification. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr J Hamshaw 
Head of Geography 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SILVERDALE SCHOOL - Y12 GEOGRAPHY RESIDENTIAL 2019 
 

Initial deposit Deadline 4 December 2018 
 
NAME: __________________________________________ FORM: ________ 
 
 
I give permission for my child to attend the Y12 Geography Residential Trip to the Lake District. 
 
I enclose £100 (cash or cheque made payable to Silverdale School) which is a non-refundable deposit with the 
balance of £180 split into 2 payments of £100 by 12 January 2019 and £80 by 1 February 2019  
 
Please complete and return the medical information/emergency contact form attached with this permission slip.  
 
Please can you let us know nearer the time if there are any changes to your child’s medical information or contact 
details. 
 
Signed : ________________________________ Parent/Carer  Date: ___________________ 
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