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Subject English Literature 

Exam Board 
 
Link to Specification 

AQA 
 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-b-7716-
7717/specification-at-a-glance 
 

Compulsory Task(s) 

Tragedy: 
Read through the separate resource Literary Genre: Aspects of Tragedy and 
complete activities one and two.  
 
Political and Social Protest Writing: 
Complete the introductory question, plus activities one, two and three in the 
separate Introduction to Political and Social Protest Writing resource. 

How the compulsory 
tasks will be assessed 
(teacher, peer, self) 
 
How the bridging work 
be used in lessons at 
the start of Y12 

Tragedy: 
All tasks will be used to inform our first lessons. They will therefore be assessed 
through peer interaction and verbal contributions in the opening lessons. 
 
The compulsory tragedy tasks serve as an introduction to the tragic genre, building 
upon what you may already know from GCSE and preparing you to study a range of 
tragedies at A Level. We will be discussing your bridging work in our very first lesson 
of Y12, as we get to grips with what tragedy is! 
 
Political and Social Protest Writing: 
All tasks will be used to inform our first lessons. They will therefore be assessed 
through peer interaction and verbal contributions in the opening lessons. 
 
The introductory question and task 1 will inform our opening lessons as we seek to 
cement key concepts within to Political and Social Protest Writing unit. These are 
essential for us to then become more critical in our exploration of such texts. 
Tasks 2 and 3 will be used as a platform on which to build our ability to analyse 
previously unseen texts: a key skill in the opening section of the Political and Social 
Protest Writing exam.  
 

Optional Task(s) 

1) First, choose a novel from this list and read it. Slowly, thoughtfully. 
• The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – Robert Louis Stevenson 
• Great Expectations – Charles Dickens 
• Jane Eyre –Charlotte Bronte 
• Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 
• Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen 
• The Sign of Four – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
 
2) Now, a big question: What makes your chosen novel great Literature? 
You need to write 500 words in response to this question. Be sure to include: 
• At least three reasons why you think your chosen novel is ‘great Literature’ 
• Specific examples and quotations which illustrate your points 
• Analysis of how the novel affects the reader and why 
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