
Sixth Form Induction

English Literature



What content will be covered in the course?

Paper 1A: Aspects of Tragedy

➢‘King Lear’ by William Shakespeare 

➢‘The Great Gatsby’ by F Scott Fitzgerald 

➢‘King Richard II’ by William Shakespeare



What content will be covered in the course?

Paper 2B: Elements of Political and Social Protest

➢‘The Kite Runner’ by Khaled Hosseini 

➢‘Songs of Innocence and Experience’ by William Blake

➢Selected poems by Tony Harrison



What skills will you need to be successful? 
How can you improve these skills?

English Literature at A-level will require a number of skills and study techniques 
across the two years. You will be asked to read, comprehend and select 
information from literary texts. You will analyse the ways in which writers use 
form, structure and language to create meaning. You will need to understand the 
significance of both the contexts in which texts were written and those in which 
they are read. You will compare different texts, exploring connections between 
them and the extent to which they adhere to the conventions of a genre. Finally, 
you will need to construct coherent, convincing arguments in which you evaluate 
different interpretations of texts and put forward your own view.

These skills are the same as those used at GCSE, but they are developed further 
and there is a greater focus on cultivating your own critical interpretation of texts. 
It is for this reason that we encourage you to read as widely as you can in 
preparation for A Level English Literature. The more widely you have read, the 
easier and more satisfying read further Literature becomes. There are texts 
recommended by the Exam Board and by Silverdale staff, but any reading is useful.



How will you be assessed during the course and in 
the final exams?

There are two exams and two pieces of coursework.

Exams

Paper 1A: Aspects of Tragedy (40%) – 2 hours 30 minutes

Paper 2B: Elements of Political and Social Protest (40%) – 3 hours

Coursework (‘Non-Examined Assessment’)

Poetry (10%)

Prose (10%)



What will you need to organise your materials for 
the course?

✓Two ring-binder folders: one for Tragedy and one for Protest

✓Lined paper

✓Pens

✓Highlighters



What is expected of you during the course?

✓ Get organised!

✓ Attend all lessons, on time, unless there is a good reason you can’t.

✓ Complete all classwork to the best of your ability.

✓ Complete all homework by the deadline set.

✓ Ask for help if and when you need it.

✓ Approach each text with an open, curious and critical mind.

✓ Join in: offer to read, put your hand up, engage in debates.

✓ Start to see yourself as a student of Literature: do your own reading, 
research and thinking beyond what we set you.



Bridging work

Compulsory Tasks:

Read the Tragedy Booklet you have been given.

Task 1 - Read ‘A Brief History of Tragedy’ (pages 2-3) and answer five questions.

Task 2 - Read ‘Further Reflections on Tragedy’ (pages 10-11).

1. Choose a ‘reflection on tragedy’ that interests you. You may wish to focus on 
a particular part of the statement.

2. Evaluate to what extent you agree with the statement, with reference to the 
Shakespeare tragedy play you studied for GCSE (Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, 
Othello, Julius Caesar). Plan your ideas below then write a mini-essay of 100 
words, giving carefully chosen examples to support your views. If you did not 
read a Shakespearean tragedy at GCSE, you may skip this section.


