
Sixth Form Induction

Music
“Music is life itself.” Louis Armstrong, jazz trumpeter (1901-1971)



What content will be covered in the course?

The course is based around developing three key skills; performing, composing and 
listening, and appraising. You build on your knowledge of musical theory, gain a solid 
understanding of the basic principles of performance, refine your practical skills, study and 
practice composition, and expand your knowledge of music history through listening and 
appraisal.

Area of study A: The Western Classical Tradition (Baroque, Classical and Romantic eras)

Area of study B: Rock and Pop

Area of study C: Musical Theatre

Area of study D: Jazz.

Within these areas of study, A level Music offers you the opportunity to develop your ability 
to use musical devises and conventions through composition, engage with and increase 
awareness and appreciation of the diverse heritage of music, and develop critical evaluation 
skills through appraising your own and other’s music.



What skills will you need to be successful? 
How can you improve these skills?

• Interpret musical ideas through performing, with technical and 
expressive control and an understanding of style and context. 
Regular practice and instrumental/vocal/DJ lessons. Attendance at 
extra-curricular clubs.

• Create and develop musical ideas with technical and expressive 
control and coherence. Composing portfolios and workshops. 

• Demonstrate and apply musical knowledge and use analytical and 
appraising skills to make evaluative and critical judgements about 
music. Excellent participation, revision and wider listening are 
essential to improve these skills. 



How will you be assessed during the course and in 
the final exams? 

Performing
Option A: Total duration of 

performances: 10-12 minutes
35% of qualification

Option B: Total duration of 
performances: 6-8 minutes

25% of qualification

Composing

Option A: Total duration of 
compositions: 4-6 minutes

25% of qualification

Option B: Total duration of 
compositions: 8-10 minutes

35% of qualification

Appraising

Written examination: 2 

hours 15 minutes (approx)
40% of qualification

Learners must choose either Option A in both Components 1 and 2 or Option B in both Components 1 and 2



What will you need to organise your materials for 
the course?
• At least one sturdy folder

• Instrumental/vocal/ DJ lessons

• Instrument  

• Regular and reliable access to Google Classroom, from school and 
home

• Attendance at least one extra-curricular ensemble. Running of 
ensembles is also encouraged. 

• Course materials – text book, ABRSM theory materials



What is expected of you during the course?

✓Excellent attendance and punctuality

✓Extra-curricular participation

✓ Regular instrument practice and lessons

✓Ability to take and stay on top of notes 

✓ Independent study skills for exam revision and NEA 

✓ Willingness to share and collaborate in class and at home 



Bridging work – Compulsory Tasks
✓Prepare for a solo performance on your instrument to be completed in the 

first term. 

✓Brush up on your music theory. Improve/review your understanding of 
music theory, it will come in really useful for A Level Music. Either buy 
yourself a book from Amazon or use this website; www.musictheory.net

ABRSM music theory grade 1-8 are really useful resources, as well as The 
ABRSM Guide To Music Theory Part 1 
(https://www.ackermanmusic.co.uk/ab-guide-to-music-theory-1-text-book-
taylor-associated-board.html) and book 2 for grades 6-8 
(https://www.stgilesmusic.co.uk/the-ab-guide-to-music-theory-book-2---
grades-6-8-1048-p.asp

http://www.musictheory.net/
https://www.ackermanmusic.co.uk/ab-guide-to-music-theory-1-text-book-taylor-associated-board.html
https://www.stgilesmusic.co.uk/the-ab-guide-to-music-theory-book-2---grades-6-8-1048-p.asp


Bridging work – Optional Tasks 
Listen to a symphony: Part of the key content for A Level Music is studying the Development of the 
Symphony. Listen to a symphony of your choice and write a review of it. Here are some recommendations:

- Beethoven Symphony No 9,

- Tchaikovsky Symphony No 5, Mozart

-Symphony No 40

Get creative! 

Compose a new piece of music that features your own instrument.

How can you showcase the key features of your instrument (or voice) Use any software available to you 
(Muse score/Garage band etc), and write for solo instrument with or without accompaniment.

Get listening!

Create a Spotify playlist for a specific musical style, composer, or musical period. You can only include 10 
tracks. What would your choices be? Create a short explanation of why you've chosen each track. Here are 
some musical styles you could explore: impressionism, the Baroque period, nationalism.


