
25 March 2021 

Dear parent/carer, 

I am writing to you with regard to the upcoming assessments taking place 
between 12th April and 27th May for your child in Year 11 or Year 13. 

As you will be aware, your child is entitled an Exam Access Arrangement. 
Although the exams have been cancelled, the government guidance states 
that “Reasonable adjustments should be taken into account if you have a 
disability.” (https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-
will-be-awarded-in-2021). 

At Silverdale, we are taking seriously the provision of these reasonable 
adjustments. We aim to take a fair and inclusive approach to ensure that the 
Special Educational Needs or Disabilities of our students – and the 
reasonable adjustments they require - are taken into account for every 
assessment which takes place during the assessment window. 

During the assessment window, therefore, the students normally 
entitled to Exam Access Arrangements will have access to a dedicated 
space for each of the assessments they take. In other words, instead of 
completing their assessments in class as the majority of students will, your 
child will go elsewhere to access the provision to which they are entitled and 
complete their assessments. 

The dedicated spaces vary depending on the access arrangements your 
child is entitled to: 

  Exam Access Arrangement Dedicated space 
  25% Extra Time The Sports Hall 
  Supervised Rest Breaks The Sports Hall 
  Prompt The Sports Hall 
  Laptop The Conference Room 
  Reader The Conference Room 
  Scribe Offices/D004/5 (TBC) 
 

If your child has multiple Access Arrangements, they will go to the location 
furthest down on the table.  For example if they have extra time and a laptop, 
they will go to the conference room, as that arrangement is furthest down the 
list. 

We have taken this approach because: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021


• It means students with an Exam Access Arrangement will always get 
their full entitlement of time and support, regardless of the length of 
the lesson and duration of the test 

• It reduces disruption to those entitled to extra time or rest breaks when 
those without extra time have finished their tests 

• It ensures that every student will have equal access to the reasonable 
adjustments to which they are entitled 

• We want to decrease the stress and worry resulting from uncertainty 
about the assessments 

• We believe it is the fairest and most inclusive approach. 

Please watch the following video with your child which should explain to them 
the arrangements for their assessments. If you or they have any questions 
after watching the video, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

https://www.loom.com/share/238c35f3044f48ffbddb9ad3abd71e26 

Please note that this information concerns the assessments themselves and 
the arrangements for children with SEND to enable fair access to the 
assessments. Separate future communications will detail processes for the 
calculation of the grades. 

Your child’s teachers will inform them of the exact time and date of each 
assessment. 

Yours sincerely, 

David Dalrymple 

SENCO 

Silverdale School 
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