
Why does Silverdale 

want to expand? 
 

1. Because there aren’t enough 

places for students in the 

south-west of the city to 

attend their catchment school. 

 

2. To ensure financial viability of 

the school. 

 
Therefore we are consulting on increasing 

our PAN (Published Admission Number). 



Government is committed to  

expanding outstanding schools 

where there is a need for places 
 

 Silverdale gained ‘Outstanding’ from Ofsted 

in 2014. 

 Top A-level results of all state schools in 

Sheffield last year and in top 5% of the 

country. 

 Sunday Times awarded Silverdale ‘Top 

State School of the North’. 

 GCSE results are consistently some of the 

highest in the city and in top 20% of the 

country. 

Government’s Conditions Improvement Fund  

(CIF) provides the money for these  

types of expansions. 



Catchment Crisis 

in southwest of the city 
 

 

This year Silverdale took an additional 

60 students. 
 

 

This was to help with the situation 

where: 

 

 106 students had been denied their 

catchment school. 

 

 15 students who have siblings in  

south-west schools were placed in 

different schools. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



‘Pressure cooker’ of demand 

within the south-west 
 

 

Constant flow of young families wanting to 

be in catchment replacing older residents. 

 

 

2018/19 allocation before Silverdale’s  

additional 60 places added: 

CM = catchment 
 

 



Demand for school places 

 The bottom graph shows the forecast of demand for places in the south-west. 

 The 2018/19 forecast (in green) was made in January based on the numbers 

on roll in the census. 

 The number of places (in black) shows the places allocated for 2018/2019 —

and includes the extra 60 places at Silverdale, plus 8 at Tapton and 8 at King 

Edward’s. 

 To allow for movement of families throughout the city there needs to be  

between an additional 5-10% of surplus places. 



What happened previously? 

 

 The previous Silverdale expansion, two 

years ago, was never turned down. 

 

 The council said at the time:  

 

“...we are not reneging on the permanent 

expansion only asking Silverdale to  

postpone it. The LA will have the funding 

available for 2018 to begin the build”. 
- From minutes of the meeting of Silverdale Multi Academy Trust 

Governing Body and representatives of Sheffield City Council, 

Wednesday 19 October 2016. 

 

 We have tried to help by finding the  

funding from elsewhere, given the  

challenging financial times in education. 

 



What happened previously? 

 

 It was put on hold by the council due to 

lack of central funding, with all funds going 

to the new Mercia school—even though 

additional places were still needed. 

 
 However, we still provided 60 additional 

places in 2016. And then in 2017 Newfield, 

High Storrs, Tapton and King Ecgberts  

combined to offer the additional places. 

 
 Even with the opening of the new Mercia 

school this year, there is still a need for  

additional places—with 106 students  

refused places in their catchment school, 

until we offered an additional 60 places. 



Funding crisis for 

Sheffield schools 
 

 Silverdale has already made deep cuts  

in every area possible and established  

ourselves as a Multi Academy Trust to try 

and centralise costs. 

 
 We are pro-active at fundraising but it is 

unrealistic to raise the amount of money 

needed to meet the basic running costs of 

the school. 



Funding crisis for 

Sheffield schools 
 

 Our main source of funding is pupil-led 

funding—which increases as numbers  

increase. 
 

 Our base costs are the same as other 

schools but our income is less. 
 

 As a PFI (Private Finance Initiative)  

building, we are unable to use the facilities 

to generate income and we have high  

occupancy costs compared to non-PFI 

schools. 
 

 We are smaller than all the other local  

secondary schools. An increase would bring 

us into line with the majority of the schools 

in the south-west of Sheffield. 



What are the  

alternatives? 
 

 As is the situation for all schools in 

Sheffield, we would have to carefully  

consider our future. 
 

 
 

 If students had to go elsewhere, where 

would they go? When the council explored 

expansion of schools two years ago no  

other schools were willing and/or able to 

site-wise, other than Silverdale. 

 

 

What ideas do you have? 
 

 



Impact on residents 

during construction 
 

 Different to previous building plan. 

 A standalone, modular building,  

constructed off-site. 

 Aim to bring in during holiday period and  

erected quickly. 

 Foundations to be built during working 

hours only. 

 Explore off-site, separate parking for  

construction workers. 

 Explore any removed soil being used  

elsewhere on site, so lorries do not have to 

take away. 
 Work with council on temporary traffic 

management scheme. 



Impact on residents 

during construction 
 

Proposals for the ‘bund’ - the small 

hill of soil between the car park and 

the houses on Bents Drive: 

 

 Part of this would be cut into to create the 

construction access road to the paddock 

where the building will go. 

 One option is to retain this road after the 

construction and add 29 extra car parking 

spaces, to help ease parking on the main 

road. 
 Further trees would also be planted at the  

perimeter by the houses. 



Proposals about parking 
 

 If plans approved, would provide additional 

29 parking spaces in car park. 

 We are also moving 10 fulltime members of 

staff offsite. 

 We are also purchasing 10-15 additional 

spaces from the pub. 

 This would provide 40-45 additional car 

parking spaces in total. 

 To create the additional places we would 

have to remove the ‘bund’ (the soil hill  

between car park and Bents Drive houses) 

but would plant more trees at perimeter. 

 Investigate incentive scheme for staff, to 

encourage car-sharing. 



Actions taken already 

about parking 
 

 Regular communications to staff and parents about  

considerate parking. 

 The pub has introduced a 10 min drop-off scheme 

and we are improving communications to parents 

about how this works. 

 Introducing new map showing other streets in local  

area where students can be dropped off and then 

safely walk to school—will be used as part of both 

staff and parent induction. 

 Investigating ‘reclaim the street’ day as part of  

curriculum, highlighting safety issues in conjunction 

with council—to gain higher profile for the issue. 

 Regularly challenging parents we see parking  

inconsiderately. 

 



Impact on residents: 

traffic management 
 

Whether we get the funding for expansion or 

not, we want to improve the traffic situation. 

 

Solutions could include: 

 One way system in street. 
 Access only arrangements in street during 

certain times. 

 Double yellow lines 

 Permits. 

 

What do you think? 

We would welcome your ideas. 



The process so far 
 

 We have tried to base our proposals using 

feedback gathered during the previous  

consultation. 

 
 Whilst we have sent information to a wider 

groups of stakeholders regarding the  

proposed increase in the student numbers, 

we appreciate that residents had additional 

questions about the impact on them—and 

so we arranged this meeting in response to 

their request. 

 
 We also widened the invitation to this 

meeting to include streets further away. 



What next? 
 
 

 Please send in your views to our  

consultation email address:  

consultation@silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk  

or send to the school in the post. 

 
 Deadline for submissions is Friday 13 July. 

 
 We will then put our responses in a  

Frequently Asked Questions document,  

to be published on Friday 20 July on our 

website:  
www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk/consultation 

 



What next? 
 

 We aim to submit a planning application at 

the start of August and will publish details 

of this on our website—including how we 

have taken on ideas, comments and  

feedback from local residents. 

 
 As the building is not being procured via 

the council, the application follows a  

standard planning application process— 

so all comments should be made via the 

council’s planning portal in the usual way. 


