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Welcome from the Headteacher 
Dear student, 

I am so sorry that you haven’t had the opportunity to 
take part in the usual programme of transition 
activities.  

Instead, we have created this school guide, to try and 
answer your questions. We are sending it to all of our 
Year 6 families and are also publishing it on our 
website on our transition page at:  
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/transition 

You will also find a welcome video on this page, where 
we take you around the school and introduce you to 
some key people; plus there are videos from teachers 
introducing the subjects you will be studying, and 
videos from staff who provide support with your 
learning and emotional wellbeing. 

The enclosed letter contains details of which tutor group you are in. 

On 11 August, the Department for Education is publishing further advice and 
reviewing its decision to reopen schools fully in September. After this we will write to 
you again to provide further details about the arrangements for your first day, 
including information about how school will operate in these unusual times.  

Please be reassured that, when you join us, we will take time to go through all the 
usual transition activities – so you have the opportunity to get to know people and 
find your way around school. Our school is a very friendly and supportive place, so 
you will find that everyone is ready to support you and help you settle in. 

In the meantime, stay safe and well. I am really looking forward to meeting you in 
September. 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Sarah Sims 
Head of Silverdale School 

 
 

 

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/transition
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Being ‘School Ready’ 
It is important that students turn up to school ready for the day ahead, so we have 
prepared a useful summary of how to ensure you are 'school-ready' - plus 
information about what will happen if students don't come to school ready to learn.  

Your first day 
Your first day at Silverdale will be Wednesday 2 September 2020 and you will be the 
only year group of students in main school that day. 

You should arrive between 9.15am and 9.30am and head for the main entrance, 
where there will be staff waiting to welcome you. 

The school day will end between 3.05pm and 3.15pm. 

You do not need to bring a P.E. kit on your first day – just the equipment listed on the 
later pages.  

Due to Covid-19 safety measures, we no longer allow cash to be used in school, so 
students will be unable to load it onto their lunch account via our cashloader 
machines. Students will bring home the registration code for our online payment 
system, ParentPay (see page 15) during their first few days. This means that they will 
need a packed lunch every day of their first week at school. Students eligible for 
Free School Meals will be provided with a packed lunch at school. 

On your first day you will spend time with your form tutor, learning about how school 
works and how to find your way around the building. There will be an opportunity to 
learn more about the other students in your form, so you have a chance to make 
friends. In the afternoon you will have your first lessons. 

Please do not worry – whilst starting a new school can make you feel anxious, we will 
do everything we can to make it as easy as possible for you.  

School Uniform  
The uniform consists of: 

• Black polo shirt with school logo (white shirts are no longer allowed). 

• Black sweatshirt with school logo. 

• Black cardigan with school logo. 

• Black tailored trousers (loose fitting, plain style, not tight around the ankle, at 
least ankle length - no denim, jeggings, jeans or chino style). 

• Black tailored shorts (loose fitting, mid-thigh length or longer). 

• Black tailored skirts (loose fitting, knee length or longer - no denim or tube 
skirts). 
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Must be on the knee or below the knee. Anything above the knee is 
considered to be too short. 

• Black or white religious headdress if appropriate. No other headwear is 
allowed. 

• Pupils in year 10 and 11 may wear a black hoodie with school logo 

Jewellery 

One wrist watch and one small pair of ear studs may be worn. No bracelets or any form of 
piercing allowed. 

Tights 

Tights must be plain black and not patterned, with no holes. 

Coats 

Appropriate outdoor coats (preferably black) should be worn outside. They must not be 
worn inside the building, apart from the dining room. 

Footwear 

Pupils must wear flat, plain, black shoes with no white or coloured logos, soles or markings. 
Sandals and boots are not allowed.  

However, in adverse weather conditions, e.g. snow, appropriate footwear can be worn, but 
only to and from school. 

Pupils must wear suitable shoes which offer reasonable protection when participating in 
Design and Technology lessons in the workshop areas. 

Examples of footwear that is NOT appropriate: 
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PE Equipment 

Clothing: 
• Grey Silverdale PE T-shirt / GCSE PE T-shirt.        

• Black & white Silverdale long sleeved shirt. 

• Thermal base layer (preferably black, but can be any colour - to be worn under grey 
PE t-shirt). 

• Black Silverdale shorts *                                   

• Black tracksuit bottoms/leggings (must be plain) 

• Black or burgundy Silverdale Sport hoodie 

• White or black socks of any length 

* KS4 students can wear sports shorts - plain black. Skin-tight shorts are not allowed. 

Footwear: 
• Sports training shoes / Astroturf trainers. 

• Rugby / Football boots for lessons on the field (optional – but advised) 

No items of school uniform are to be worn as part of your PE kit. 
This includes: 

• School jumper / hoody. 

• School shoes. 

• Coat. 

Mouth Guards 
We strongly encourage parents to purchase and reinforce the importance of wearing 
a mouth guard with their child, when taking part in curriculum hockey or rugby PE 
lessons.  

Students taking part in extra curricula hockey or rugby fixtures and tournaments will 
be expected to have and wear a mouth guard in order to participate.  

What happens if correct school uniform is not worn? 
We are confident that we can rely on the good sense of both pupils and parents to 
maintain acceptable standards. However, staff will carry out regular checks on 
uniform and incorrect uniform will be confiscated. 

Hoodies and jackets will be kept in school until a parent can come into school to 
collect it – whilst incorrect footwear, trousers and skirts will be given back at the end 
of the school day. If uniform is available to be changed into, students will be provided 
with appropriate alternative uniform. 
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The usual school sanctions will apply if students do not wear the correct uniform. For 
more information see our behaviour policy on our policies page on the school 
website: https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/policies 

Ordering uniform 
Uniforms can be ordered at: www.stitchfactory.co.uk 

Their order form can be downloaded from the school website at:  
www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/unifom 

Updates of the uniform guidance can also be found on that page. 

Please order well in advance of the start of the school year. During term time the 
Stitch Factory can deliver to the school reception for collection by students. 

Equipment 
Students are expected to come to school with the correct equipment for 
learning. Every student must bring to school every day: 

• hand sanitiser and tissues, 

• a pen, 

• a pencil, 

• a ruler. 

• a pencil case, 

• a green pen, 

• a spare pen, 

• an eraser, 

• a scientific calculator, 

• a glue stick, 

• a highlighter 

• if possible, students should also bring headphones (not wireless) to use in the 
language lab. 

 

All students should put their pen, pencil and ruler on the table in form time and at 
the start of every lesson. 

Chewing gum  
We remind you that chewing gum is a banned item in school. Students found with 
chewing gum will receive a detention. 

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/policies
http://www.stitchfactory.co.uk/acatalog/silverdale-school-uniform.html
http://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/unifom
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Use of mobile phones and other electronic devices 
Teachers will make a decision in their class about whether mobile phones and 
electronic devices can be used.  
They will display a sign at the front of the class that denotes whether devices can be 
used, using a simple red and green system. 

Headphones must not be visible inside the classroom. Students will be given one 
chance to put away a device and remove headphones. Failure to do so will result in 
the device/headphones being confiscated by the teacher until the end of the lesson. 
Refusal to hand over the device will result in the normal behaviour policy being 
applied. 

Please see the back page of this booklet for a full ticklist of the uniform and 
equipment you need. 

Forms to fill in 
In March we sent out student data sheets to all parents/carers of students to 
complete. This information is vital and without this information the student will not 
be able to start at Silverdale with us.  

Please ensure that you complete all sides of the sheet, as it also gives permission for 
students to use their biometrics to pay for their lunch.  

Free School Meals 
Some students are eligible for Free School Meals. Not only do they receive free 
school meals but it also provides extra income to the school, known as Pupil 
Premium. The school uses this money to help disadvantaged children achieve more in 
education. 

We are aware that not everyone who is eligible for free school meals chooses to 
claim them.  However, Pupil Premium funding enables us to make significant 
improvements in the education we offer at Silverdale School, so we strongly 
encourage all eligible parents to register their child(ren) for free school meals.  

You can register for free school meals on the Sheffield City Council website at: 
www.sheffield.gov.uk/content/sheffield/home/schools-childcare/school-meals.html 

Or by calling them on 0114 273 4567. 

 

 

 

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/content/sheffield/home/schools-childcare/school-meals.html
tel:0114%20273%204567
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Travel plans 
Over the summer it is worth planning out how you will travel to school. We 
encourage our students to walk and cycle to school as much as is possible, but we 
appreciate that this may not be possible for everyone. 

Park and Stride 
We ask that parents and carers who drive to school try to avoid parking close by, as 
the streets get extremely busy and are often gridlocked due to inconsiderate driving 
and parking. For the safety of our students please think about where you drive and 
park. 

Our Student Council has created a ‘Park and Stride’ map which shows where you can 
park nearby and how students can then walk the remaining distance to school. This is 
reproduced on the next page. 

You can read more about why using the ‘Park and Stride’ map is such a good idea on 
our travel webpage at: https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/travel 

Cycling 
If you are cycling to school there are bike stores where you can lock up your bike for 
the day. When cycling to school please dismount when you reach the school and 
avoid cycling on the school site. 

The Mega Travel Pass get it online, save all the time!  
If you live in South Yorkshire and you’re under 16 years old you can apply for a Mega 
Travel Pass. The Mega Travel Pass entitles pass holders to concessionary travel on 
bus, tram and train in South Yorkshire.  

With a Mega Travel Pass you can travel anytime, anywhere in South Yorkshire for a 
single fare of 80p on bus or tram. You can also buy discounted 7 day tickets for young 
people, which may work out cheaper if you travel regularly. You’ll also be able to 
travel half price on local trains.  

You can apply online at:  
https://travelsouthyorkshire.com/en-GB/LandingPage/MegaTravel-Pass 

Covid-19 rules about public transport and face masks/coverings 
At the time of writing the government rules are that you have to wear a face 
mask/covering if using public transport. We will provide bins outside of school so that 
students can safely dispose of their masks. If you have a reusable mask, you should 
bring in a sealable plastic bag to store it in, so it does not touch the other equipment 
in your school bag. Don’t forget to bring in the mask for your return journey and to 
keep it in a sealable plastic bag. 

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/travel
https://travelsouthyorkshire.com/en-GB/LandingPage/MegaTravel-Pass
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Who’s Who 

Leadership team 
 

 

Mr James 

Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO),  
Chorus Education Trust 

 

Mrs Sims 

Head of Silverdale 
School 

 

Mr Horton 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

Mrs Hussain 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

Mrs Verney 

Assistant Headteacher  

 

 

Mr Jones 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

Mr Gray 

Business Support 
Services Manager 
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The Year 7 team 

 

Mrs Housley 
Head of Year 7 

 

Mrs Greening 
Pastoral Manager 

 

Mrs Housley is in charge of Year 7.  
It is her job to make sure that every student 
settles in well and enjoys their first year at 
Silverdale. She will reward students for 
working hard and deal with any issues with 
behaviour. She is always there to offer 
advice and support to any parent or pupil 
who needs it.   

Mrs Greening is the first point of contact 
for all Year 7 enquiries for students and 
parents. Her role is to support students, 
parents and staff, and she works very 
closely with Mrs Housley. Please contact 
her if you have any problems or concerns, 
and she will do everything she can to help. 

Support for Students 
Learning Support Team 

Mr Dalrymple, Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) 

The SENCO role is to lead on supporting students with special 
educational needs and disabilities. The SENCO leads the team of 
teaching assistants and co-ordinates the support required for young 
people with a special educational need or an EHC Plan. Regular 
review meetings will take place with Mr Dalrymple and he should be 

the first point of contact for any SEN enquiries. 

Student Support Team 
Mrs Anderson, Safeguarding and Inclusion Manager                
Mrs Anderson heads up a team who help students who may need 
emotional support or help with mental health issues.  

 

Integrated Resource for Deaf & Hearing Impaired students 
Mrs Grieve, Co-ordinator of the IR for Deaf and Hearing 
Impaired         
Mrs Grieve manages a team who run this resource on behalf of 
Sheffield City Council. Students from across the city attend, with some 
lessons taking place in mainstream school and some within the 

specialist classrooms within the IR unit. 
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How School is Organised 

Term dates 

2020-2021 Academic Year 
Inset Days – students not in school: 

• Tuesday 1 September 2020 

• Friday 2 October 2020 

• Monday 19 July 2021 

• Tuesday 20 July 2021 

• Wednesday 21 July 2021 

Autumn Term (1st Half): 
Wednesday 2 September until Friday 23 October 2020 

Half Term Holiday: 
Monday 26 October until Friday 30 October 2020 

Autumn Term (2nd Half): 
Monday 2 November until Friday 18 December 2020 

Christmas Holiday: 
Monday 21 December 2020 until Friday 1 January 2021 

Spring Term (1st Half): 
Monday 4 January until Friday 12 February 2021 

Half Term Holiday: 
Monday 15 February until Friday 19 February 2021 

Spring Term (2nd Half): 
Monday 22 February until Thursday 1 April 2021 

Easter Holiday, inc Easter Bank Holiday weekend: 
Friday 2 April until Friday 16 April 2021 

Summer Term (1st Half): 
Monday 19 April until Friday 28 May 2021 

Half Term Holiday: 
Monday 31 May until Friday 4 June 2021 

Summer Term (2nd Half): 
Monday 7 June until Friday 16 July 2021 
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School day 
We have had to alter the timings of our school day for September 2020 because of 
the government’s guidance about the need to keep students in year group bubbles. 
At the time of writing our plan is to shorten the school day, with a 30-minute lunch 
break and no other social times.  

Students will need to arrive at school between 9.15am and 9.30am, and most 
students will be dismissed between 3.05pm and 3.15pm (there will be a 
requirement for some Y11, Y12 and Y13 students to stay later on some days; they will 
be told more about this when they receive their timetables on their first day back).  

Year 7 students will receive their timetables on their first day. Please note that any 
timetables viewed in the Weduc app before this date may be subject to alteration. 

Form groups and tutors 
In the letter accompanying this booklet we let you know which form group you are 
in. You will remain in your form group for all of your lessons. You will have time on 
the first day to get to know your form teacher and the other students in your form. 
Your form teacher is usually the first person you go to if you have any questions. 
They are there to support you throughout your time in Year 7. 

Catering 
Silverdale School works in partnership with Taylor Shaw, who as our catering 
provider offer a wide and excellent range of freshly prepared food. This usually 
includes a hot meal as well as ‘Grab n Go’ packed lunches. We operate a cashless 
catering system and payment is via ParentPay (see below). You can download 
documents from our catering webpage that provide menus and allergy advice for 
each term.  You can view this at: https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/catering 

Due to government guidance, we have to stagger lunch breaks from September, so 
that each year group bubble eats separately. Lunch will be a choice of a sandwich or 
a hot vegetarian option. Period 3 will be 90 minutes long and split into 3 x 30-mins 
sessions. Students will have lessons for two of the 30-mins sections and lunch for one 
30-min session. For Year 7 this will mean they have lunch at 12.15pm for 30 minutes. 

Year 7 students should remember to bring a packed lunch every day for the first 
week of school (see earlier section on page 5). 

ParentPay  
Once you start at Silverdale School your parent/carer will receive a letter explaining 
how to activate your lunch account on ParentPay. This is a secure ePayment system 
that allows parents to pay online by debit and credit cards, or at a PayPoint terminal, 
for school trips and activities and to credit a student’s cashless catering account. You 
can also use it to buy items from school, such as textbooks and equipment. It is a 
safer, more convenient parent system eliminating the need for students to bring cash 
and cheques into school. 

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/catering
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How to make online payments 
By visiting the ParentPay website (www.parentpay.com or via the ‘Remote Login’ 
button on the top-right corner of the school website) you can log into your account. 
From there you can pay for specific trips or equipment; you can also top up your 
child’s lunch account. This directly links to your child’s account and informs the 
school that a payment has been made. 

If you can’t make online payments 
If you aren’t able to pay online, you can make payments with PayPoint cash 
collection for schools.  You can make a PayPoint payment for school by visiting any 
store displaying the yellow and purple sign. There are nearly 22,000 terminals located 
in newsagents, convenience stores, supermarkets, garages and off-licences. If you 
wish to pay by this method please contact school once your child starts at our school 
and you will be issued with a barcoded payment card. 

By making PayPoint payments for school you can still pay in cash but there is no need 
for your child to carry money into school. With the use of cheques being significantly 
reduced PayPoint helps schools offer a choice of payment options that are 
convenient and safe for parents and pupils and help reduce the administration 
burden in schools. 

Lockers 
There are a limited number of lockers in school and information about how to access 
them will be provided once you start at Silverdale or by asking at Student Reception. 

Student reception  
Student Reception is located next to main reception and is staffed by Mrs Jones. The 
opening hours are normally 8.00am to 4.00pm every school day. There are many 
reasons why you might go to student reception: 

• If you are ill. 
• If you are lost and need help working out where you should be. 
• If you want to find some lost property. 
• If you need to contact home. 

What happens if I get lost? 
If you get lost you can go to the Year 7 office on the middle floor of the school, or 
Student Reception on the ground floor. They will help you find where you should be.  

How will I know which classes to go to? 
On your first day you will receive a timetable with information about all of your 
classes, teachers and classrooms.  

https://www.parentpay.com/public/client/security/#/login
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Teaching and Learning 

What subjects will you study? 
  

Studying at secondary school is very different from primary school. Students will be 
taught by a range of subject-specialist teachers and will have lessons in classrooms 
across the school, which are specially equipped for the needs of each department. 
These include the science laboratories, drama and dance studios, swimming pool, 
gym, and the design and technology rooms. 

Students in Year 7 will study a wide range of subjects including English, maths, 
science, history, languages, geography, RE, PSHE, art, design & technology, PE, 
drama, music, and ICT.   

COVID-19 UPDATE: we are considering the guidance around practical subjects and 
the use of equipment to ensure that we are able to keep our broad curriculum but 
also be safe.  

Reading 
Silverdale is a reading school where everyone encourages, supports, shares and 
celebrates the joy of reading for pleasure. We have a range of books in our library, 
which provides a quiet place to read and is also where we hold our Homework Club 
after school. 

What is our approach to teaching and learning? 
From September 2019 all of our teaching staff have had one shared focus for their 
ongoing professional learning: Responsive Teaching. All of their training and 
development time is spent on how to integrate Responsive Teaching into all that they 
do. We believe that Responsive Teaching will bring out the best teaching from our 
teachers and the best learning from our students. 

What is Responsive Teaching? 
Responsive Teaching can be summarised as: Check-Reflect-Respond 

It is an approach whereby teachers check regularly on students’ understanding 
during and after the lessons; this also includes what they don’t understand. Teachers 
can then reflect and make adjustments to the pace, content and manner of learning 
to meet the needs of the students. 

The importance of feedback 
Feedback is one of the most important ways in which we learn. For Responsive 
Teaching to work effectively our teachers need to be giving students more regular 
and meaningful feedback. 
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What does this mean in lessons? 
Responsive teachers use every opportunity in the lesson to evaluate students’ 
understanding. These can be both planned and spontaneous opportunities. There are 
a number of methods they can use, which include, for example: 

• Asking students questions. 

• Talking with students, e.g. ‘I like the way you’ve…’ 

• Live marking, i.e. marking with you in the lesson. 

• Dot marking, i.e. colour-coded dots. 

• Mid-lesson checks (using colour cards, whiteboards). 

• Using a visualiser or scanned work to share ideas. 

• Peer assessment. 

• Mini quizzes. 

What does this mean in between lessons? 
Teachers use the time between lessons to assess a student’s understanding of what 
was taught in their lesson. In the past this would usually be a piece of homework 
which the student completed and then submitted; the homework was then marked 
in detail by the teacher and, because of the time this took, returned to the student 
several weeks later. 

The time this took for every class to receive such detailed, lengthy marking meant 
that the students didn’t receive feedback until some time after the learning took 
place. It also meant that teachers could not then adjust their next lesson based on 
this feedback. It was disjointed and didn’t have enough impact. 

Instead, we want our students to receive regular, targeted feedback. And we want 
our teachers to be able to adjust and plan their next lesson based on this feedback. 

This means teachers have to use other methods to assess students’ understanding 
from one lesson to the next. These could include, for example: 

• A ’10-minute triage’ starter: at the start of the lesson there is a mini quiz on 
what they learnt previously, to assess where the students are and then adapt 
the lesson to respond to this. 

• On-line learning: e.g. Educake, Mathswatch. 

• Dot marking: the teacher identifies the most common mistakes and highlights 
them using coloured dots, which are then explained in a key. This is usually 
around four times quicker than deep marking and provides students with the 
opportunity to ask the teacher questions and investigate further. They can 
then use this feedback to set their target for their next piece of work. 
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• Exit tickets/post-it plenaries: at the end of the lesson students write down 
their understanding of the concept taught. The teacher assesses how many of 
them understood it and uses that to plan the next lesson. 

• 1 paragraph marking: the teacher marks one paragraph in-depth, which the 
students then use to write their next paragraphs. 

Staff in each department have agreed the feedback methods that they will use for 
their particular subject, drawing on their own professional expertise and the best 
shared practice available. 

What does this mean for students? 
By using more regular and different forms of assessing students’ understanding, 
students will get: 

• Feedback on their work more quickly. 

• More face to face feedback, so that students can then ask their teacher 
questions. 

• Different types of feedback about their work. 

Seeing less written marking does not mean that teachers care less about students and 
their work! 

What is DIRT time? 
DIRT stands for ‘Dedicated Improvement and Reflection Time’. This is the time that 
teachers give to pupils in lessons for the pupils to act on the feedback they have been 
given. This could involve correcting errors, developing explanations, answering 
additional questions that the teacher has set. 

How can parents and carers support students with these changes? 
• Check that your child is completing any homework set and talk to them about 

how they think they are getting on in each subject. 

• Reassure your child that less written marking on their work does not mean 
that their teacher cares any less. 

School trips 
We usually have a range of trips planned for every year group. However, due to 
Covid-19 and travel restrictions, we are continually reviewing our plans. We will write 
to parents and carers in the new term to let them know if any trips are planned for 
Year 7 students. 

Are students in groups according to their ability? 
In Year 7, students are in mixed ability groups for all subjects apart from Maths. 
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Reports and parents’ evenings 
The school provides a report on students’ progress at regular points throughout their 
time with us. We also hold parents’ evenings, when you have the opportunity to 
meet staff and discuss any issues. There is a settling-in evening for Year 7 students’ 
families early in the year, when you meet your form tutor. Then there is a full 
parents’ evening with subject teachers towards the end of the year. Students receive 
an academic grade in each subject at the end of the year in their report. After each 
half of a term your child will receive a grade that reflects their attitude to learning. 

Remote Learning 
‘Remote Learning’ is what we call the learning that has taken place during the Covid-
19 lockdown, when our school has been closed to all but a few students. We have 
used Google Classroom to set remote learning and provide live teaching. Google 
Classroom can be used as a website, or an app on a phone or tablet. 

New students will receive access and training in Google Classroom once they start in 
school. You can find out more and see training materials and videos on our webpage 
at: https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/googleclassroom 

Learning Support and Special Educational Needs  
SEN Information 
At the point of transition, the greatest cause of anxiety for many parents and carers 
is whether teachers will know about the individual needs of each student with SEN. 
The information teachers have in preparation for September is vital in ensuring a 
smooth transition from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3. As part of our transition 
arrangements, we have been working closely with all of our primary feeders, 
gathering information on the needs of individual students. 

SEN Support 
At Silverdale School, all students with SEN have access to Quality First teaching in the 
classroom. Where necessary, provision is graduated to support students with 
increasingly complex needs. We have a team of teaching assistants who support 
teachers to meet these students’ needs in the classroom, as well as a range of 
interventions aimed at numeracy, literacy and communication which can take place 
out of the classroom.  

Reviews 
Under the New Code of Practice, students who require SEN support are entitled to 
three review meetings during the year. We believe that effective communication 
between home and school is the key to academic success for students with SEN and 
therefore encourage parents to get in touch to arrange meetings or telephone 
conversations.  

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/googleclassroom
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Expectations 

Attendance 
Regular school attendance is crucial in raising standards in education and ensuring 
that every child can have full access to the school curriculum and reach their 
potential. Silverdale School will strive to promote an ethos and culture which 
encourages good attendance and where each pupil will feel welcomed, valued and 
cared for. Silverdale School has high expectations of all students in order to achieve 
the vision of ‘Outstanding Achievement for All’. 

Illness 
If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, parents and carers should 
contact the school before 10am to inform us of the reason for the child’s absence. 
Please call the school and choose the option for student absence. We will send an 
email from 10.30am to the parent or carer to alert them to the child’s absence from 
school, if a reason has not already been given. This will be followed up with a phone 
call home if attendance is a cause for concern. If no reason has been provided by the 
parent or carers, a letter will be sent home asking for a reason for an absence. The 
absence will be unauthorised until a reason is presented. 

Request for term time leave 
Silverdale School does not authorise holidays during term time due to the impact 
they have on pupils learning. Family holidays taken during term time will be 
categorised as an unauthorised absence. Silverdale School supports the Sheffield City 
Council policy and procedures regarding term time leave requests. Request for term 
time leave should be submitted to Key Stage Teams 20 days in advance to enable the 
school to consider the request. The form can be downloaded from our attendance 
webpage at: https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/attendance 

Medical appointments 
We encourage parents and carers to make all medical appointments outside of 
school hours. If this cannot be avoided, pupils should attend school prior to or 
immediately after the appointment. Key Stage Teams should be informed of the 
medical appointment prior to the date and should be provided with an appointment 
letter or attendance slip. Medical appointments are counted as absences and it will 
affect the student’s overall attendance. 

Religious observance 
Silverdale School recognises and celebrates many different religions. Schools must 
treat absence as authorised when it is due to religious observance. The day must be 

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/attendance
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exclusively set apart for religious observance by the religious body to which the 
parents belong. Where necessary, schools should seek advice from the parents’ 
religious body about whether it has set the day apart for religious observance. 

Parents and carers please note that although the absences are authorised, it is still 
counted as an absence on the student’s attendance certificate. Within school, we 
make sure students are not unfairly affected by this absence regarding rewards for 
100% attendance. However, the school’s attendance register is a legal document, 
and therefore the absence must be recorded. 

Parents and carers must inform the school prior to the religious observance days if 
the child will be absent from school. If we have not been informed prior to the date 
we will follow our absence procedures to identify the reason for the child’s absence 
from school. 

Participating in a supervised sporting activity 
We recognise that students at Silverdale School have exceptional skills and talent. 
We want to support our young people to participate fully in training for sporting 
activities. Any requests regarding a student’s participation in non-school sporting 
events during the school day must be requested in writing to the head teacher. This 
includes any adjustments to the time of the school day e.g. a student leaving school 
early to participate in sporting activities. 

Education Welfare Service 
Regular attendance is an essential requirement for educational results and where 
attendance difficulties exist or a pupil’s attendance falls below 90%, we involve the 
Local Authority Attendance team to find ways to improve attendance. This could 
involve working with the Multi Agency Support Team (MAST) and the use of statutory 
fines. 

You can find the leave of absence request form on our attendance webpage at:  
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/attendance 

Adverse weather arrangements 
We aim to open as usual every day. In the event of adverse weather conditions, we 
will follow our usual procedures, ensuring that weather conditions are monitored on 
an ongoing basis and the site is checked regularly. 

Please do not telephone the school to enquire regarding status. We are open unless 
indicated otherwise via the communications methods listed below. 

In the event of adverse weather conditions the school will make a decision about any 
potential closure by 7am and will communicate this via the following methods: 

 

 

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/attendance
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• On the school website as the latest news item. 

• On the school's social media pages - Facebook (@SilverdaleSch) and Twitter 
(@SilverdaleSch). 

• As a message sent via email.  

• If you have the Weduc communications app installed on your phone/tablet, 
you will also receive an instant in-app notification. 

• We will also notify the local authority, Sheffield Council, who will update their 
school closures website at: https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/schoolclosures  

• You can also register for school closure alerts at that webpage. 

• The local radio stations will also be notified. 

In making any decision regarding change to our usual arrangements, we are mindful 
of the health and safety of all concerned as well as understanding of the difficulties 
families may have in terms of planning in advance, finding childcare etc.  We will do 
our very best to make sure that any decisions are the right ones given the 
information available to us and that they are communicated to you in good time.  We 
are sure that you will also have contingency plans in place – let’s hope that we don’t 
have to use them! 

Parents need to make their own judgement regarding the safety of their journey to 
and from school. If driving to school, please park considerately, given the possible 
increase in traffic. 

Behaviour 
Below is information about our current behaviour system. This will be updated to 
take account of Covid-19 and we will send you information at the start of the new 
school year. 

Silverdale School Expectations 
• Arrive on time, fully equipped and ready to learn. 
• Try your best at all times. 
• Take pride in yourself and respect others. 
• Complete classwork and homework to the highest standard possible for you. 
• Listen to those who are meant to be talking – adults and students. 
• Follow all instructions: first time, every time. 

Behaviour in lessons 
• Students will be rewarded for getting things right. Praise, positive 

relationships and engagement and meaningful learning experiences are the 
best methods for ensuring good learning behaviours. 

• Positive comments, interactions and praise encourage good learning 
behaviours and these are at the centre of our work with most children. 

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/schoolclosures
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• When poor behaviour does occur this must be dealt with consistently by all 
teachers with equity of sanction. It should be challenged and the appropriate 
response and outcome issued. 

Yellow and red card system in lessons 
Teachers use yellow and red cards to warn students about behaviour. 

• A yellow card is a warning for negative behaviour. The student then has the 
choice to correct their behaviour so they meet the Silverdale School 
Expectations. 

• A red card is a sanction for negative behaviour. The student receives an S1 
detention on the following school day. If their behaviour continues the 
teacher will call ‘On-Call’ to remove the student from the lesson. 

Sanction ladder 

• S1: 15-minute detention with class teacher. Served after school the following 
day. It is the responsibility of the student to inform parents of a S1 detention. 

• S2: 30-minute Key Stage detention. Key Stage will inform parents of day and 
time. 

• S3: 40-minute Whole School detention. Key Stage will inform parents of day 
and time 

Please note: The date and time of detentions is fixed and determined by staff. 
It cannot be changed to allow students to attended extra-curricular clubs. 

• Seclusion: students removed from lessons for a half or full day. Key Stage will 
inform parents of day and duration. 

Confiscation of personal items in school 
Please note that any personal items that contravene school rules are brought into 
school at the owner's risk. Any damage to these items will not be paid for by the 
school. 

Rewards 
Rewards at Silverdale School are: 

• Fair – students systematically receive weekly rewards for attendance, 
punctuality and positive behaviour. Therefore, students are constantly 
recognised for ‘getting it right’ every day and every week. All students who 
deserve reward are rewarded. For those who go beyond the expectations they 
will receive additional reward but this will be appropriate. 

• Consistent – rewards are given for all aspects of school life and are given 
consistently by all staff. 

• Simple – what is rewarded is clear and follows a consistent criteria. 
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Teaching staff can reward students in the following ways: 

• Verbal praise. 
• Comments on work. 
• Certificates. 
• Sending students to Year Team/SLT for praise and recognition. 
• Positive contact with home. 
• Public display of work. 
• Acknowledgement through assembly. 
• Certificate/award at presentation evening. 
• Awarding Achievement Points. 

Achievement points 
All students are systematically rewarded Achievement Points for meeting the 
Silverdale School Expectations. 

Students receive 5 points weekly for each of the following: 

• 100% attendance. 
• No late marks. 
• No behaviour points. 

After each Attitude to Learning (ATL) report (5 per academic year) students are 
rewarded additional Achievement Points for their average Attitude to Learning Score.  

• 5 points for each excellent effort grade. 
• 4 points for each good effort grade. 

Students receive 10 point per half-term for contributing to extra-curricular activities. 

In addition to the systematic awarding of Achievement Points students can receive 
further points in every lesson under the following criteria: 

Awarding Criteria Additional 
‘Achievement Points’ 

Above expected 

Students meet expectations and one or more of the 
following: 

• Contributing positively to the lesson. 

• Producing work above the expected standard. 

• Especially kind and supportive towards others. 

• Students challenge themselves. 

1 
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Exceptional 

Highly ambitious homework/classwork/contribution/or 
effort. 

2 

Postcard Home 

Staff are to award at least 1 post card per week to a 
student for exceptional contributions to either their 
own learning or the school. 

3 

In addition to daily and weekly Achievement Points students also receive further 
points half-termly as follows: 

Awarding Criteria Additional 
‘Achievement Points’ 

Student of the half-term 20 

Improved student of the half-term 20 

Head of School Award 

For inspirational work in the school or community. 
25 

Rewards for accruing achievement points 

Students are systematically rewarded for accruing Achievement Points as follows: 

Individuals: 
• Top 5 students in each year group each week receive a queue jump pass for 

the following week. 

• Certificates are awarded each half-term to celebrate students’ achievements. 

Collective: 
• Form of week receive a form award. 

• Most successful year group. 



 

 

Support for Students 

Role of form teachers 
At Silverdale there are many different people you can come to for help and advice. 
All students will have a form tutor who they will see at the start of every day. Their 
form tutor will be the first port of call if student have any problems or need any 
advice.  

Form tutors will check on students each morning, ensuring that they are ready for 
the day. They will also share any important updates from the school.  

The Year 7 team 
Mrs Housley and Mrs Greening are here to help and support all Y7 students 
throughout the year. They keep in regular contact with home, awarding praise and 
raising any concerns we may have. They also closely monitor attendance and 
progress of students.  

Student support team  
Mrs Anderson and Mrs Pawlak provide emotional and wellbeing support for 
students. They run the Wellbeing Room which is on the top floor, near the Hearing 
Impaired Unit and is used for individual sessions and group work. They provide a 
range of services to help students develop positive mental health and wellbeing, and 
support those experiencing mental health issues. You can see a list of useful 
wellbeing resources on our website at:  
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/studentwellbeing 

Safeguarding and child protection 
We are committed to educating our students and their parents on how to stay safe in 
all aspects of our community and the ever-changing culture they face. 

You can read our safeguarding policy, including how to raise concerns about a 
safeguarding issue on our policies webpage at:  
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/policies 

 
 

  

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/studentwellbeing
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/policies
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Beyond the Classroom 

Clubs and extra-curricular activities 
At Silverdale, we aim to nurture our students’ talents and interests. We usually run a 
range of activities at lunchtime and after school. However, these will be limited in 
the new school year, due to the Covid-19 safety measures. We hope to be able to run 
them again in the future. 

Sporting activities usually on offer include: 

• Table tennis club. 

• Change4Life morning club. 

• Sports Hall footy. 

• This Girl Can club. 

• London Legacy 

• Interhall Cup. 

• Dance club. 

• Girls’ football club. 

• Badminton club. 

• Netball club. 

• Silverdale Football 
Academy. 

• Silverdale Sports Leaders. 

• Fitness club. 

• Rugby club. 

• Cross country club. 

• Rounders. 

• Athletics club 

 

Other activities usually on offer include: 

• Maths Puzzle of the Week. 

• UK Junior Maths 
Challenge. 

• UK Intermedia Maths 
Challenge. 

• Pop Maths competition.  

• Visiting the local library. 

• Going to watch a theatre 
production. 

• Writing competitions. 

• World Book Day 
celebrations. 

• School library. 

• Choir. 

• English Leaders 
programme. 

• Music lessons: guitar, 
drums, piano and singing. 

• Band rehearsals. 

• Year 7 art club. 

• Annual drama production. 

• School trips 

• Careers advice / work 
experience 

 



 

 

Staying in Touch 
We know how hard it can be for parents when their children start at secondary 
school. You no longer get to wait in the playground, meet other parents and speak to 
your child’s one teacher. That’s why we work hard to ensure you receive regular and 
clear communications from school.  

Contacting us 
If you are not sure who to contact it is always worth starting with the Year 7 team, as 
they can point you towards the right person. They work hard to get to know all 
students in Year 7, so should be able to help you in the first instance. You can phone 
or email the school or you can send a message on the Weduc app to ‘School Office’. 

Email addresses 
When you were offered a place at Silverdale you received a Student Data Sheet, 
where you can provide further information about your child. Please ensure you 
provide an up to date, unique email address for all main carers. This email address is 
the key to accessing the communication app, Weduc. 

Weduc 
This is a parental communications app which we use to send you 
direct messages. It also has the school calendar plus other key 
documents, as well as a newsfeed. It provides information about 
your child, such as their attendance, behaviour, timetable and 
teachers. Please note that any timetable you see on it before the 
start of term is subject to change. 

We strongly recommend that you use this app, as we can instantly send you 
important messages, such as information about school closures. Enrolment 
information has been sent by text and email to those parents who have supplied 
these details. You can find out more on our webpage at:  
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/apps 

Google Classroom 
This is the system we use to set and receive homework from students. It has also 
been used during the Covid-19 lockdown for remote learning, including some live 
sessions. Students will be trained in how to use it. Further information, including 
training materials and videos can be found at:  
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/googleclassroom 

https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/apps
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/googleclassroom
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Newsletters 
We aim to send out an electronic newsletter every month to parents and carers. This 
brings together news of our students’ achievements but also important updates. 
Please ensure you read it so you don’t miss out. 

Website 
Our website is at: www.silverdale-chorustrust.org 

There will be a section called ‘Current parents & students’ where you can find year-
specific information, as well as information relevant to all years. 

Remote login 
The login pages for many of the apps and websites we use can be found on the 
remote login page of our website. You can get to this by clicking the Remote Login 
button in the top right of the homepage, or by going to: https://www.silverdale-
chorustrust.org/remotelogin 

Social media 
We also post news and updates on Twitter via @SilverdaleSch and on Facebook via 
@SilverdaleSch   

http://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/remotelogin
https://www.silverdale-chorustrust.org/remotelogin
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Summary of uniform and equipment 

Item Optional? Where from?   
School uniform: 
Black polo shirt with school logo REQUIRED Buy from The Stitch Factory.  
Black sweatshirt with school logo 
or  
Black cardigan with school logo 

REQUIRED Buy from The Stitch Factory.  

Black tailored trousers 
or  
Black tailored  skirt 
or  
Black tailored shorts 

REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  

Black hoodie with school logo OPTIONAL 
(FOR Y10 & 
Y11 ONLY) 

Buy from The Stitch Factory.  

Black or white religious headdress OPTIONAL Buy from any shop.  
Plain black footwear REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Coat REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  

PE kit: 
Grey Silverdale PE t-shirt 
or 
Black and white Silverdale long 
sleeved shirt 

REQUIRED Buy from The Stitch Factory.  

Thermal base layer OPTIONAL Buy from any shop.  
Black Silverdale shorts 
or 
Black tracksuit bottoms 

REQUIRED Buy from The Stitch Factory. 
 
Buy from any shop. 

 

Black plain sports shorts OPTIONAL 
(FOR Y10 & 
Y11 ONLY) 

Buy from any shop.  

Black or burgundy Silverdale Sport  
hoodie 

OPTIONAL Buy from The Stitch Factory. 
 

 

Sports training shoes REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Astroturf trainers OPTIONAL Buy from any shop.  
Rugby / football boots  OPTIONAL Buy from any shop.  
Mouthguards OPTIONAL Buy from any shop.  
 
 

Continued on next page/… 
 
 



 

 
Silverdale School – School Guide for New Students (for entry in Sept 2020) Page 32 of 32 

Continued from previous page: 
 
Equipment: 
School bag (preferably a rucksack) REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Pencil case REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Pen REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Pencil REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Ruler REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Pencil sharpener ADVISED Buy from any shop.  
Rubber/eraser ADVISED Buy from any shop.  
Scientific calculator ADVISED Buy from any shop.  
Green pen ADVISED Buy from any shop.  
Highlighter ADVISED Buy from any shop.  
Headphones (non wireless) ADVISED Buy from any shop.  
Hand sanitiser REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Tissues REQUIRED Buy from any shop.  
Face masks/covering and sealable 
plastic bags to keep them in. 

REQUIRED 
(if using 
public 

transport) 
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