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Leadership team changes
We are delighted to announce some permanent changes to our leadership team,
that will help ensure Silverdale continues to be a successful school.
Following interview, our Executive Headteacher (of Chorus Education Trust),
Roisin Paul, has been confirmed permanently in position; and our current Co-Head
of School, Sarah Sims, has been confirmed as permanent Head of School (of
Silverdale). We have also appointed as permanent Deputy Headteachers, Samira
Hussain and Richard Horton. All positions take effect from 1 September 2018. n

Mrs Paul
Executive Headteacher

Mrs Sims
Head of School

Mrs Hussain has been an Assistant Headteacher at
our school since 2014, responsible for 'Closing the
Gap' and recently took on additional responsibilities.
Mr Horton has been an Assistant Head and Head of
Sixth Form since 2017, and again has recently taken
on extra responsibilities.
Mrs Sims was our previous Deputy Headteacher
who, for this year, has been Co-Head of School with
Mr Ponsford, who is due to retire. They took on the

Mr Horton
Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Hussain
Deputy Headteacher

positions when our Headteacher, Mrs Paul, stepped
up to create and lead Chorus Education Trust.
We are extremely pleased that we have been able
to grow and develop our own staff to become leaders within our school. Their areas of responsibility
will be decided soon and communicated to parents.
This means that we will shortly be advertising for
new Assistant Headteachers, and look forward to
further developing our leadership team. n

Congratulations to all the students
and staff involved in last term's
performance of School of Rock described by some members of the
audience as "the best show ever"!
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Parent coffee mornings

20mph speed limit introduced
You may have noticed new 20mph speed signs on
roads near to school. The new speed limit will come
into force by 2 March.
Some routes will be exempt (Knowle Lane and Bents
Road). See the image below for the three areas
affected, marked by a blue outline.
Please note that the local authority has said it will be
out, enforcing the limit. And that some areas in the
country have seen an increase in accidents in 20mph
areas due to pedestrians and drivers being less
observant, thinking it is safer. n

Mr Ponsford

Thank you to everyone who came to our first regular
coffee morning for parents and carers last month.
We discussed the questions parents and carers often have
about school, and decided to invite staff to future
gatherings, to help answer some of these!
The next one will focus on Communications and takes place
on Friday 2 March, from 9.15am until 10.15am. Everyone
is welcome! The PTA will be serving refreshments. n

Dates for Your Diary
19 - 23 Feb:
Half term.
28 Feb:
Y12 &13 concerns
evening.
1 March:
Y7 national allocations
day.
5 - 9 March:
Careers Week.
5 March:
Y11 Food GCSE practical
assessment.
6 March:
Careers fair,
12:35-1:15pm.
8 March:
Y8 boys & girls HPV jabs.
Women in STEM
careers day.
10 - 17 March:
A-level German Berlin
residential.

12 March
Y11 Food GCSE practical
assessment.
27 March:
Y6 uniform evening.
28 March:
Y8 parents' evening.
30 March:
Good Friday & start of
Easter holiday - school
closed.
31 March - 7 April:
Ski trip to Italy.
16 April:
First day of summer
term.
Further information
can be found on the
calendars on the school
website and Weduc app.

Planning permission extension
The local authority has applied for a planning
permission extension for the temporary classrooms
located next to our main building. This is so we can
continue to house the extra two forms of students
we took in from September 2017. They will be with
us until the summer of 2021 and so the classrooms
are needed for all of that timeframe if there isn't a
permanent building extension on the school site.
The Trustees and Governors of Chorus and
Silverdale continue to be committed to a permanent
expansion of the school, to help secure its financial
future. n

Follow the school online: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk
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Reporting student absences
If your child is ill, please inform the
school by 9am on each morning of
absence and remember that you
must state a reason for the absence
and the nature of the illness. If you
are redirected to the voicemail,
please leave a message, as these
are picked up promptly.

Medical Appointments
We would encourage you to make
every effort to arrange medical
appointments outside of school
hours. If this is not possible, please
advise us of the appointment as
soon as it has been arranged and
encourage your child to attend
school either before or after the
appointment, or both. You can use
the pupil absence

voicemail to advise us of appointments. A copy of the hospital letter
or appointment card should also be
handed in to the Key Stage Office.
We cannot allow pupils to leave the
school site without first obtaining
the authority of a parent.

Requests for Leave of Absence
Requests for leave of absence
during term time will be considered
by the Head of School and only if
these are received 20 days prior to
the planned absence.
Absence during term time is only
authorised if it is considered
exceptional circumstances by the
Head of School and their decision is
final. n

Remember: cycling not allowed on site
Everyone in our school community is reminded that cycling is not permitted on
the school site, i.e. once you have passed the school gates. This is to ensure the
safety of everyone on site. For more information please read the cycling policy
at: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk/policies n

Want to train to be a
teacher?
Have you ever considered
training to be a teacher? Did you
know that Silverdale leads the
Sheffield Teaching School
Alliance, that trains teachers in
one year, with placements in
local schools?
The Sheffield Teaching School
Alliance (STSA) is based at
Silverdale School and trains
graduates for primary, secondary
and special schools.
There is a range of funding
available for many of these
courses too.
Find out more at:

www.sheffieldtsa.org/getintoteaching

Welcoming new staff
Welcome to Ms Priest, who is
joining us as a Teacher of English,
covering the maternity leave of
Ms Staunton. n

Being 'school ready'
Please ensure your child is 'school
ready' when they return after half
term by replenishing pencil cases
and checking uniform.
See our handy guide at:
www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk/
schoolready n

Follow the school online: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk
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Sixth formers gain leadership skills
through Rotary Club scheme
Year 12 students, Ashleigh and Benita,
joined other local young people at the
Castleton Rotary Youth Leadership
Award programme recently.
The course puts the young people
through a series of challenging activities to develop their leadership skills.
Both students said it took them out of
their comfort zone, helping them build
strong, supportive friendships in the
team.

Calling all budding
games designers!
Does your child have an original idea
for a game? Then they should consider entering the Young Game
Designer competition run by
BAFTA (the British Academy of Film
and Television Arts).
It is open to 10-18 year olds. There
is an award for Best Game Concept,
and also the Game Making Award
for the best prototype. You can also
nominate an inspirational teacher or
code club leader for the YGD Mentor
Award.
If you’re chosen as a finalist, you’ll
be invited to an awards ceremony
at BAFTA HQ in London. Looking to
get into the games industry when
you leave school? Winners will meet
leading games industry figures,
get mentorship from professionals
actively working in games as well as
a host of other amazing prizes from
the YGD partners.
More information can be found at:
http://ygd.bafta.org/
The closing date for the competition
is 5pm on Wednesday 25 April
2018. n

Geography events
The Sheffield branch of the
Geographical Association runs
regular events that may be of
interest to Geography students.
The latest list can be found on the
news page of the Silverdale
website. n

Bouldering success
Well done to all members of the
Silverdale Team who took part in
this year's qualification round and
are now through to the finals on 2
March! They are: Emily Morris, Jasmine Di Bona, Amelia Walton, Libby
Sharrock, Matthew Oates and Adam
Oates. n

Follow the school online: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk
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Students design and race F1 car!

£800 donation
from agency
Year 8 students, Cameron, Haroon, Jacob and Jimson, took part in the F1 in Schools
competition recently, designing, constructing and racing a Formula One car using CAD
(Computed Aided Design). They went to the Yorkshire regional finals and had a fantastic time, gaining VIP passes to Silverstone. Well done!
You can see a video about their entry at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=51wc-wYMirk

Seeking Urdu speakers
The National Modern Languages SCITT and
Silverdale School in Sheffield are looking for
speakers of Urdu and other languages to train to
teach in secondary school.
n Do you want to train to teach languages in a
secondary school from September 2018?
n Would you like to study for a PGCE and gain
qualified teacher status?
n Do you have an undergraduate degree with
honours or the equivalent?
n Can you read and write in Urdu or another
language fluently?
n Are you confident in your spoken Urdu or other
language and able to inspire young people to
achieve GCSE in that language?
n Do you know that you could be eligible for a
bursary of up to £26,000?
If so contact us via email at:
enquiries@nationalmodernlanguages.com
Visit our website for more information:
www.nationalmodernlanguages.com n

Follow the school online: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk

Our thanks go to CER Education for
bringing us a cheque for a donation
of £810.62 just before the end of
last term.
Their donation will go towards
funding new ICT equipment . n
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Can you help in Careers Week?
Careers Week runs from 5 - 9 March 2018. There are lots
of ways in which you can help make a contribution.
On Tuesday 6 March we are holding a Careers Fair from
12.35 to 1.15pm. Any parents, carers or supporters of the
school who wish to come in and talk to students about
their industry/profession are most welcome!
On Thursday 8 March we are hosting a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) day for girls in
the school to hear from women working in these areas
talk about their careers. If you are a woman working in
one of these areas please get in touch.
If you can help with either of these events, or want to offer any other support to our careers team, please contact
Mrs Shirtcliffe by email: tshirtcliffe@silverdaletrust.org

Could you host a work experience
student with learning difficulties?
Our Year 10 students have a two-week work experience from 9 July 2018. This can be more challenging to
arrange for students with learning difficulties as they will
need to be supported in their placement.
If you run a business and would be willing to discuss
hosting such a student, please contact Mrs Shirtcliffe by
email: tshirtcliffe@silverdaletrust.org

Students shine at
Futurechef comp

Can you help us celebrate
our 60th anniversary?

This year Silverdale School is 60! To celebrate we are
holding a dinner and auction on Thursday 12 July 2018
at Whirlowdale Hall. All parents, carers and supporters
of the school are welcome. We are also looking for donations of prizes for the raffle and auction from our local
community. You can find out more and reserve tickets at:
www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk/60thanniversary n

Dangers of ‘24 hour challenge’
Local police officers are highlighting the dangers of ’24
hour challenges’ and the implications they can have
following an incident in Sheffield. On social media there has
been a recent increase in young people sharing and taking part in the latest internet trend known as the ’24 hour
challenge’. The internet challenge encourages members of
the public, particularly youngsters, to hide and build forts in
large stores and warehouses overnight, before sneaking out
the next morning.
Detective Inspector Anna Sedgwick said: “To many young people this internet craze may seem like a bit of fun that is impressive on social media, however the risks and harm that could be
caused are by no means humorous and could be catastrophic.”

Two Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE pupils, Zainab
and Jasmine (Y10) competed against pupils from four
other schools across South Yorkshire in the Springboard
Futurechef local finals at Sheffield College.
They had to produce a main course and dessert of their
own design for two people in 90 minutes for under £7.
Although they did not get through to the next round, the
judges said it was a close call and the organisers fed back
that the students were extremely polite and a real credit
to Silverdale! n

“Warehouses and shopping departments contain large
quantities of heavy stock and items that could easily fall and
crush someone if they are moved incorrectly. There is also
the potential risk of electrical faults and fires, which could
have possible devastating consequences.
“As well as the safety risk, children often do this without the
knowledge of their parents, which could lead to large scale
searches or even cause them to be reported as missing. This
not only causes fear and worry for parents, friends, family and
the local community but can also be a waste of valuable police
time, which may be needed to respond to a real life or death
situation. As a parent myself, I’d like to appeal to fellow parents to reach out to their children and give a little guidance. A
few words of advice could save your youngster’s life.” n

Follow the school online: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk
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Follow the school online: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk
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Silverdale Parents' and
Teachers Association (PTA)
Silverdale PTA exists to support the school with
fundraising activities and to bring together
parents and carers in our school community.
Everyone is welcome to get involved!

Change of date for
Silverdale Stampede!
Please note that this
event is now to be held
on Sunday 20 May 2018.
This is to ensure we do
not clash with other local
runs.
Registration info will be
published soon.

Want to join PTA email group?
If you want to keep up to date with the PTA activities, you could join our Google Group. To join please
email: silverdalePTA@silverdale.sch.uk n

Want to help set up a
Facebook page for the PTA?
We are looking for a volunteer to help set up and
run a Facebook page for the PTA. If you are
interested please email us at:
silverdalePTA@silverdale.sch.uk n

Buy name labels via our approved supplier
Ensure your child's uniform and property is
properly labelled - and earn money for the school at
the same time! The school will receive 20% of
all purchases when you shop via:
www.easy2name.com n

Dates for your diary
Silverdale Stampede - this fun run and trail race
returns for its second year on Sunday 20 May 2018.
Car Boot Sale - back for its third year, this will be held
on Sunday 9 July 2018.
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25 April
2018 at 6pm at school.
www.silverdale.sch.uk/pta. n

Where does our money go?
The PTA recently bought some new, colourful picnic
benches for students to use outside. This followed
feedback from students that they wanted more
outside seating for break and lunchtimes.
We have also agreed to fund a new rewards system in school, which should be rolled out later this
academic year. And we are funding the Homework
Club which runs after school. We also provide small
amounts of money to individual departments. On a
larger scale, we hope to fund some bigger projects
for the school in the coming year. n

Earn money for school whilst shopping!
Did you know you could earn money
whenever you buy online - from your
weekly shop to your annual holiday?
Go to: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/sspta
Sign up for free and a donation from all you spend
goes towards the PTA. n

Follow the school online: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk

9

Sports round-up
Running

Table tennis

Diving

Joel Vernon (Y9) is now the fastest
400m runner for his age in the
country! n

The Y7 table tennis team become
South Yorkshire champions, came
2nd in the Yorkshire round and then
got knocked out in the North of
England round.

Holly Prasanto (Y11), Harrison
Hartley (Y8 - pictured below) and
Freddie Woodward (alumni) all
won gold in their respective categories at the International Senet Diving Cup in Holland. Millie
Haffety (alumni) also won a bronze
medal. Issac Truman-Marsden
(Y9) also performed brilliantly! n

Trampolining
Eliza Saxton and Anna Carr
(pictured below) both qualified for
the National Schools Trampolining
competition in Northern Ireland in
March . n

Football
The Y7 girls' football team won 8
out of 9 games and are currently
top of the Sheffield league! n

Congratulations to John Hamshaw-Thomas (Y12) who is the under 19s table tennis winner in South
Yorkshire. n

Cross Country
The Y10/Y11 boys' cross country
team won the Sheffield schools
league, with Sam Bowles finishing
second in the overall individual
category.
The Y7 boys' cross country team
came 2nd in the Sheffield Schools
league, with Eddie Fitzpatrick
finishing 9th overall in the
individual.
The Y8/Y9 boys finished 5th in the
Sheffield Schools cross country
league. n
For more news follow
@SilverdalePE on Twitter.

Now taking bookings for blocks of 4 or 8 classes for the new year
Follow the school online: www.silverdale.sheffield.sch.uk
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